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Chairperson Suzanne D. Case called the meeting of the Commission on Water Resource 
Management to order at 10:23 a.m. 

The following were in attendance and/or excused: 

MEMBERS: 

STAFF: 

EXCUSED: 

COUNSEL: 

OTHERS: 

Ms. Suzanne Case, Mr. Kamana Beamer, Mr. Michael Buck, 
Mr. Neil Hannahs, Mr. Keith Kawaoka 

Deputy M. Kaleo Manuel, Dean Uyeno, Roy Hardy, Rebecca 
Alakai, Ayron Strauch, Janet Hsiao, Queenie Komori-Chen 

Mr. William Balfour, Jr., Mr. Paul Meyer 

Cindy Young 

Jonathan Scheuer, Ph.D., Kapua Sproat Ph. D., Paul Mancini, Stacy 
Otomo, R.W. Bock, Wayne Tanaka, Hokuao Pellegrino, Audrey 
McGauley, Meredith Ching, Rhiannon Terearii Chandler-Iao, 
Yvonne Izu 

All written testimonies submitted at the meeting are filed in the Commission office and are available 
for review by interested parties. 

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

January 15, 2019 meeting

MOTION: (HANNAHS/BEAMER)
To approve the minutes.

Commissioner Buck recused because of absence from meeting.

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.

B. ACTION ITEMS

EXHIBIT S-43 000001
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1. Approval of Chairperson's Appointment of Marvin Kaleo Manuel, as First
Deputy Director to the Chairperson of the Commission on Water Resource
Management

Chair Case - called upon Mr. Kaleo Manuel to provide background information on himself. 

Mr. M. Kaleo Manuel -Aloha Chair and Commission. Its great to be in this position now 
and make the shift from DHHL to this Commission and with a solid team here at 
Commission on Water Resource Management; I really Jook forward to working with this 
Commission on moving and continuing to move a lot of the work that has already been done 
in the past ( 4) years under this administration in my capacity now as Deputy to Chair Case. 
I'm open to any questions you may have but I'm excited to work with this team and also 
with the community in the work that we do throughout the State to protect water resources 
for the public and the public trust for generations to come. There's a lot to learn and build 
on the foundation that's already been set with my work at DHHL. I think I bring a different 
perspective, so I've been told by staff this is the first time that a planner has been in this 
position; historically it's been attorneys and engineers working as Deputy. I enjoy the 
holistic, systemic change and how complicated and complex water can be and I think with 
that perspective, with my professional training and expertise, as well as my training from my 
cultural background, it will help to supplement the work that this commission is already 
doing in water resource management throughout the state. I look forward to the opportunity 
to work with all of you. 

Chair Case-Thanked Mr. Manuel and requested for the record he provide a short summary 
of his background for the commissioners and the community. 

Mr. Manuel-I am from Ka'u, Hawai'i Island and grew up in Volcano, Hawai'i and went to 
school in Hilo and graduated at W aiakea High School. I received my undergraduate degree 
in Hawaiian Studies at Kamakakuokalani Center for Hawaiian Studies at UH Manoa, 
focused on malama 'aina and natural and cultural resource management and shifted into 
urban and regional planning and received master's degree in urban and regional planning 
with a focus on historic preservation and did work with the trail corridor, Ala Kahakai on 
Hawai' i island. I started my career at the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands as a planner 
in 2009 and worked my way up to become the Acting Planning Program Manager, 
managing a small team focusing on land use and environmental planning and preparing 
homestead lands throughout the state for residential, pastoral and agriculture homesteading, 
as well as the management of the whole land trust corpus. Within this capacity I acted as 
the point person on water issues for the department and helped to develop the water policy 
plan for the Hawaiian Homes Commission and helped to guide the commission in its 
management of its four water systems throughout the state and collaborated with a lot of 
staff statewide and did a lot of work with many different communities throughout Hawai 'i, 
especially our beneficiary communities in water rights advocacy. I've also sat in front of this 
commissio11 in that capacity and coordinating really well with the Commission on Water 
Resource Management and staff here. I believe I have a great professional working 
relationship with many of them and other agencies throughout the state like Department of 
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Ag, ADC on agricultural water systems and so forth. For the past ten years, I was with 
DHHL and now I'm in my official capacity here at Commission on Water Resource 
Management. 

Chair Case -Thanked Mr. Manuel and made aware that DHHL testimony was received and 
asked commissioners if there were any questions. 

Commissioner Buck- Over the last four years we've been pretty aggressive with 
implementing the water code, I wonder, in your perspective what do you see is the biggest 
threat to that during your tenure and how might you be address them? 

Mr. Manuel-I don't think the commission has been too aggressive, in my opinion. I think 
you all have been doing a great and phenomenal job in the implementing the water code and 
a lot has to do with staff and resources to do it. I think one of the most important pieces is to 
continue to advocate for staff and the resources needed to protect this public trust resource; 
that's going to be the biggest obstacle in my opinion. In the couple weeks that I had with 
staff and understanding their workload and what it takes to move things through the process 
and provide adequate and proper process to get through setting instream flow standards, 
issue well construction permits and what that process entails, I think that's the biggest issue 
I see is working to continue to aggressively implement the water code. I also think that 
we're at a time now where there's going to be a potential shift in how we perceive water 
throughout the state of Hawai' i and with climate change discussions with impact that were 
seeing throughout the state; how do we incorporate that in a real way into the work that we 
do here and not be so reactive and start to think proactively about shifting that framework. I 
am really excited from the planning perspective, really looking at the Hawaii water plan 
framework which is before the legislature and potentially going to be funded. We are 
updating some of the key components of the Hawaii water plan that will set the path for the 
next 5-15 years and it could be even longer. I think those are some of the things I see 
coming before the commission in the next four years. 

Commissioner Beamer-Mahalo Kaleo, for the record when our great-great, grand-greats 
are looking at the records and see how immersed you were in public trust, if you could 
elaborate on the role of public trust on this particular commission and what you see as our 
overall delegation and duties for CWRM? 

Mr. Manuel-In my training, working for ten years at DHHL, I've focused on one public 
trust use of water but also protecting the other public trust uses, i.e., instream flow, stream 
habitat, making sure that every person in Hawaii has the water they can use for personal 
consumption and domestic needs and really being proactive with protecting our water 
resources. In my opinion, we loss the connection with the waiwai and the wealth that water 
brings to our people in Hawai 'i in this 'filna and place that we live in. I believe that's the 
focus and lens that if we look at water in that way, that will always serve the public interest 
and public trust, and there are legal requirements that we must uphold as well under the 
water code. To me that's one of the strengths that it can bring to do this position is re­
grounding ourselves in the cultural traditions here in Hawai 'i and in an island setting, how 
we all work together to ensure that our needs, both current and future, are protected. 

3 

000003



Minutes February 19, 2019 

Commissioner Beamer - With your background in planning, having spent time on this 
commission this being my second term, we really can benefit from this holistic perspective 
and particularly trying to breakdown or integrate silos in our resource management around 
water and get closer towards a one-water approach; gaze your keen eye and expertise and 
help us make that bridge, I think its going to be really important for the future of water for 
Hawai'i. 

Mr. Manuel - Agreed, its something I enjoy doing; building bridges and taking the complex 
and moving pieces and trying to tie people together in positive ways that can have long-term 
impacts for the greater good. I look forward to that. 

Commissioner Hannahs - Commend and thanked Mr. Manuel for his experience and 
bringing a holistic perspective into this water realm; sometimes it may make the job more 
difficult because you can see the whole playing field. Thank you and congratulations on 
your Obama fellowship, I hope you may bring some of that background experience and 
insight into the leadership role you play here with us. You spoke at the last hearing that was 
involved with T &C with regards to landowners who may not be from here or may not be 
familiar with the host culture customs and trying to find out the impacts of their actions. Is 
there a role that you can play with your background in helping our stakeholder base to 
understand our culture better and to know how to look at the databases and how to relate to 
community and practitioners to really understand some of the conflict before it even starts, 
by developing education and understanding? 

Mr. Manuel- Yes. It is something I am excited about, to demystify that there is an 
opportunity for agencies to proactively work with applicants to understand their role and 
kuleana in Hawai 'i and how their use of this public trust resource is and could potentially 
affect traditional and customary practices of native Hawaiians or resources that they are 
actually using. We've started conversations with staff and working with support from 
Leimana DaMate and so forth that's also been helping to support the commission staff. I 
think my experience with DHHL and looking through that kapa'akai lens, we are going 
through that process ourselves and working closely with OHA and others, that's a bridge 
that can be built and a way to connect, motivate and inspire applicants to take that extra step 
to learn about the impact they may or may not be having on resources and the people that 
are affected. That's something we can work towards versus just being regulatory. We need 
to be more proactive in identifying those resources and how their project or the use of water 
can help support and uplift those in their community, that waiwai, and the community I 
think will have long-term impacts. To build better relationships within community, I 
believe, is something I can work on. It is a discussion and dialogue that is already 
happening now with the team we have and the commission. 

Mr. Keith Kawaoka (DOH) - Welcome aboard and looking forward to the continuance of 
collaboration with you and the staff. As you know water quantity and water quality are 
mixed together so there's a lot of needs out there we need to fill, and we've been doing it all 
through the years. I know it's a little bit impatient for you to understand or learn what we do 
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(DOH) on the water quality side, what area(s) do you feel you need to get more up to speed 
on? I know there's a lot of things since you've been on the job. 

Mr. Manuel - A lot is just understanding the history; the water culture has been around for a 

while and there are staff here with a lot of experience and I can learn a lot from them as 
well. Water quality is always something I'm interested in, that's not just about quantity but 
protecting water for health and safety purposes. I think that's definitely an area that I could 
beef up on and coordinate with DOH. Also, relying on the team here at the commission and 
building the team and bringing the resources is something I'm supportive of and trying to 
learn from what's already been done, not re-creating the wheel. Understanding the 
engineering components of systems and working with the engineers and hydrologists is 
something I'm excited to learn more about, getting to the science of that is something I can 
grow in and will help to supplement what I already bring to the table. 

Chair Case - How do you see yourself making the transition from advocacy for the water 

commission to representing all of the stakeholders, constituents and practitioners that has 
business before the water commission; that's a big change but important for all of us and the 
record and our stakeholders and practitioners. Can you elaborate on that? 

Mr. Manuel - Corning from DHHL and focused specifically on a subset of the larger public, 
the beneficiaries of the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act, was a role that I played in my 
former capacity. Now in this new capacity the obligation to the larger public sector has 
increased. I wear hats well and I know my function and role here at the commission and my 
obligation is to serve the public. But before that, even beyond the actors themselves, my job 
is to protect the resource, and that's the most important kuleana that we have in this position 

as a team here in this commission; it's about the resource above and beyond the users of that 
resource. I feel my work at DHHL supplements and adds value to the perspectives that I 
bring to what is already established here at CWRM. I feel they are very complimentary to 
one another and I have a very balanced approached as I've worked with the private sector, 
and numerous government agencies on the Federal, State, and County levels. I am very 
open to new ideas and ways to serve and feel there should not be any concern or confusion 

because I am in this capacity 110% to serve and protect water resources here in the State of 
Hawai 'i for the public at large. 

Commissioner Buck - One of my frustrations in this career is that we made water, a bold 

move in 1978, a public trust but we never developed an economic framework to support that 
public trust; via management of watersheds, having capacity to monitor and assess, looking 
in the future of climate change and pricing; that's something we've seen in our permitting 
and process, with really no economics sometimes where it should be. It's an issue that I'm 
interested in and I think it's important for sustainability, I hope in your capacity it is an issue 

that you think about. 

TESTIMONIES: 
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